Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 097585 TOSEC 040081 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY S/S:TMARTIN 
APPROVED BY S/S:TMARTIN 

042793 162126Z/73 

O 162121Z APR 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 097585 TOSEC 040081 

NODIS 


FOL RPT CARACAS 3560 SENT ACTION SECSTATE INFO SAN JOSE, 
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QUOTE: C O N F I 
D E N T I A L CARACAS 3560 

EXDIS DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS 

REFERENCE: STATE 97549 
TAGS: PINT, PEPR, PORG VE 
SUBJECT: PANAMA TREATIES 

1 . PRESIDENT PEREZ RETURNED FROM WEEK-END INSPECTION TRIP TO 
AMAZONIAN TERRITORIES AT 1:00 PM TODAY, AND RECEIVED ME IMME- 
DIATELY UPON ARRIVAL TOGETHER WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER. 

I PROVIDED TEXT OF LEADERSHIP RESOLUTION AND REQUEST AND 
ARGUMENTS PER REFTEL. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 097585 TOSEC 040081 

2. PRESIDENT SAID THAT HIS INITIAL REACTION WAS FAVORABLE. 

HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST THAT SOME REFERENCE TO THE 
RIO TREATY OR THE OAS CHARTER AND/OR OTHER LEGAL INSTRU- 
MENTS EMBODYING OUR LEGAL COMMITMENT TO THE PRINCIPLE OF NON-INTER- 
VENTION WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE AND STRENGTHEN BOTH THE US 

AND PANAMANIAN CASE. HE SAID HE WOULD CALL TORRIJOS, AND 
HE WANTED HIMSELF TO STUDY THE TEXT A LITTLE MORE. HE PROMISED 
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TO CALL ME LATER TODAY AFTER HE TALKS TO TORRIJOS TO TELL ME 
THE RESULTS, AND WOULD ALSO GIVE ME ANY FURTHER THOUGHTS 
HE MIGHT HAVE AFTER STUDYING THE TEXT. I STRESSED TO HIM 
SEVERAL TIMES THAT WE HAD VIRTUALLY NO FLEXIBILITY TO 
MODIFY THE TEXT GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE NUMBER OF 
SENATORS INVOLVED AND THE TIMING. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD. 

3. PEREZ ASKED ME IF THE SUGGESTED WORDING FOR SUCH A RESOLUTION 
WHICH HE HAD PROVIDED PRESIDENT CARTER DURING THEIR CONVERSATIONS 
HERE MARCH 28 HAD BEEN OF HELP. I ASSURED HIM IT HAD. VAKY 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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